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On the Geography of India in the Reign of Alcbar.—By John Beames, 

B. C. S. (With a Map.) 

Ho. I. Subah Avadh (Oudh). 

The object of this series of papers is to reconstruct as far as possible 

the map of the Mughal empire at the time of the first great settlement of 

the financial and political administration effected in A. D. 1582 by Baja 

Todar Mai. 

The details of this important operation—the basis of all subsequent 

settlements—are preserved to us in the Ain-i-Akbari, the Persian text of 

which has been fixed and published by the late Professor Blochmann. 

He did not live long enough to translate the whole work, and as the 

valuable notes which he had collected for the second volume, (in which 

the details of Todar Mai’s settlement are given), have been lost; the 

greater portion of the work has to be done over again. The continuation 

of the translation has been entrusted by the Society to other hands, and 

I therefore refrain from encroaching on that ground. But I presume 

there is no objection to my extracting from the Persian text such details 

as are necessary for my purpose and supplying such comments as may be 

required for their elucidation. There is room for many workers in the 

vast and as yet imperfectly explored mine of the Ain. On the present 

occasion I shall confine myself to geography, reserving for a larger work 

on which I am engaged references to the Muhammadan historians and 

other authorities. 

The dominions which Akbar either ruled, or claimed to rule, were 

divided, as we learn from the Ain, into twelve provinces, to which His 

Majesty gave the name of Subahs. These were 

Ilahabad. Ajmir. Bangalah. Labor. 

Agrah. Ahmadabad. Dihli. Multan. 

Avadh. Bihar. Kabul. Malwah, 

to which were subsequently added three more, riz. :— 

Birar. Khandesh. Ahmadnagar. 

makiiio; a total of fifteen. 

Abul Puzl gives a chapter to each Subah, and takes them in geogra¬ 

phical order, beginning with Bangalah (Bengal) in the extreme east, and 

going westwards. I have departed from this order for the following 

reasons. 

The Subah of Bangalah is by far the largest of all, and as it was not 

at the time of Todar Mai’s settlement actually under the sway of the 

E E 



21G J. Eeames—On the Geography of India in the Reign of Ahhar. [Ko. 2, 

Uebli emperor, tlie details given in the Ain are less fnll than those of 

other Snbahs. Moreover, owing to various causes which I need not ex¬ 

plain in this place, the changes that have occurred since the sixteenth 

century are more numerous and perplexing than in any part of India* 

For Bengal we have some of Blochmann’s work, a general sketch of the 

extent and position of the nineteen sarkars, and detailed identification of 

two or three of them."^ I am now engaged in working out the rest, hut 

I am not yet quite ready with Bengal, and though I have received much 

assistance from the Collectors of the various districts—which I take this 

opportunity of gratefnlly acknowledging—I fear some time must elapse 

before the whole sarkar will be fully reconstructed. 

Bihar was not undertaken by Blochmann, but I have nearly finished 

my identification, and hope to publish it shortly. 

Ilahabad, Agrah, Dihli and all those parts of Snbahs which were 

included in the North West Provinces in 1844 have been worked out by 

Sir H. Elliot and may be found at Yol. II, p. 82 of his Races of the 

N. W. P. (my edition) and those parts left untouched by him I am now 

working out. 

Under these circumstances I have thought it better to begin with 

Oudh, as I have been able to complete my work on that Subah. Oudh 

was not British territory when Elliot wrote, and he has therefore omitted 

it from his lists, with the exception of Gorakhpur, which has all along 

formed part of the N. W. P. 

The materials which I have used are chiefly the reports of the recent 

settlements of the various districts, supplemented by*much valuable in¬ 

formation scattered here and there in the Oudh Gazetteer. The settle¬ 

ment reports being official publications are not generally accessible to the 

learned public either in India or Europe, they contain much curious and 

useful information, and in respect of the old names of estates and par- 

ganahs give data not usually procurable, being derived from local tradi¬ 

tion, the histories of the great families, and the records preserved by the 

Kanungoes or fiscal recorders, an office founded by the Mughal Emperors 

and which has survived to our own times. I have thought it might be 

serviceable to students to publish in the Society’s Journal material at 

present virtually buried in the Settlement Reports, and to bring together 

into one general view the scattered notices to be found in the Gazetteer. 

The accompanying map is an attempt at making our knowledge of the 

subject precise and definite. 

* See liis articles on the Geography and History of Bengal in J. A. S. B. 
Vol. XLIT, p. 209 ; Vol. XLIII, p. 280; Vol. XLIV, p. 275 and in Appendix to Hun¬ 
ter’s Statistical Account of the 24 Parganas District. 
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I. Sarkar Avadh.* 

21 mahals. Area 2,796,206 bighas 19 biswas. Revenue 40,956,347 

dams nakdi, 1,680,247 dams sayurghal. 

Castes various. 1,340 cavalry, 23 elepbauts, 

31,700 infantry. 

1. Avadb ba haveli. 6 mabals. 38,249&. 17&. 2,008,366(^. 1,58,7415. 

Brahmans and Knnbis. 50 horse, 500 foot. 

2. Ambodha. Has a fort of burnt brick 2,82,097 bighas, 1,298,724(^. 

7,3185. Bais. 30 horse, 700 foot. 

3. Ibrahimabad. 19,338&. 8h. 445,417d. 103,8065. Ansaris. 

4. Inhona. Has a fort of burnt brick. 74,0906. 126,847d. Chau- 

hans recently converted to Islam (nan mus- 

lim). 100 horse, 2000 foot. 

5. Pachchhimrath. 289,0856. 4,247,104(6. 38,8855. Rajputs of the 

Bachhil and Cahlot clans 20 horse, 500 foot. 

6. Bilahri. Has a fort of burnt brick. 15,8596. 815,831(6. Bach- 

gotis. 50 horse, 2000 foot. 

7. Basodhi. 31,1886. 505,473(6. 1,5005. Bachgotis. 20 horse, 500 

foot. 

8. Thana Bhadanw. 8,7036. 26. 427,509(6. 36,1725. Bachgotis. 

1000 foot. 

9. Baktaha. 44,4016. 385,008(6. 3,9605. Bachgotis. 500 foot. 

10. Daryabad. Has a fort of burnt brick. 487,0146. 5,369,521(6. 

226,8715. Rajputs of the Chauhan and 

Raikwar clans. 100 horse. 2000 foot. 

11. Rudauli. Port of burnt brick. 351,5336. 3,248,680(6. 249,0835. 

Chauhan and Bais Rajputs. 50 horse, 2000 

foot. 

12. Sailak. Fort of burnt brick. 571,0716. 4,723,209(6. 200,9455. 

Raikwar Rajputs. 100 horse, 2000 foot. 

13. Sultanpur. Fort of buimt brick. 75,8936. 3,832,530(6. 98,9675. 

Bachgotis. 300 horse, 8 elephants, 7000 

foot. 

14. Satanpur. Fort of burnt brick. 80,1546. 1,600,741(6. 109,7885. 

Bais converted to Islam Bachgotis, Joshis 

(?). 300 horse, 4000 foot. 

15. Sabihah. 104,7806. 1,609,293d. 87,2005. Rajputs. 30 horse, 

1000 foot. 

16. Sarwapali. 58,1706.1,210,335(6.48,1075. Bachgotis. 1000foot_ 

* Translated from the Persian text of the Am-i-Akbari, Blochmann’s Ed. Yol, 

II, p. 435. 
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17. Satrikh. 37,0416. 11,26,295(^. 92,6955. Ansans. 20 horse, 1000 

foot. 

18. Giiarichh. 79,1586. 3,773,417c?. 3,7825. Eaikwars. 50 horse, 

1,070, foot. 

19. Kishiii. Fort of burnt brick, 25,6746. 1,339,286(6. 123,8475. 

Rajputs, 3 elephants. 1,500 foot. 

20. Mangalsi. 116,4016.1,360,753(6.86,5045. Sombansis. 20 horse, 

1000 foot. 

21. Naipur. 5,9976. 308,788(6. 2,9455. Castes various. 500 foot. 

[Note. In the above list the name of the mahal (6. g. parganah) 

comes first, then the cultivated area in bighas and biswas. Next the 

revenue in dams (40 = 1 akbarshahi rupee) then the “ sayurghal” or 

rent-free lands then the prevailing caste or clan of the inhabitants, and 

the contingent of troops both horse and foot. The abbreviations are 

explained by this note.] 

Of these 21 mahals those numbered 1, 4, 5, 7, 10, 15, 17, 18, 20, 

are still in existence under the same names and probably with nearly the 

same boundaries as in Akbar’s time. 

The following require some explanation. 

2. Ambodha, now written Amorha, is on the left bank of the 

Gfhogra and is now in the district of Basti in the N. W. Provinces. In 

tho Gonda S. R.f p- H it is said to have included Bamhanipair, but this 

is a mistake as “ Bambhanparah” occurs in the Ain as one of the mahals 

of Sarkar Gorakhpur. Ambodha, however, appears to have included the 

southern part of the present parganah of Nawabgaiij on the left bank of 

the Ghogra facing the city of Ajodhya. 

3. Ibrahimabad is now only a village in parganah Satrikh. 0. G. ii. 

85. 

6. Bilahri is now the northern portion of parganah Sultanpur and 

is called Baraunsa, see below No. 13. 

8. Appears to be now known as Tappah Asl. O. G. iii. 457 where 

there is a partial reconstruction of this and some other sarkars taken 

from the Sultanpiir S. B. by Mr. A. F. Millett, C. S. I have followed 

this officer’s guidance almost entirely, as far as it goes. 

9. Baktaha is not traceable. Mr. Millett says it is now Baksaha in 

Bara Banki district, but this latter is not mentioned either in the Bara 

Banki S. R. (which is meagre on this subject) or in the 0. G. 

II. Rudauli is still in existence but is smaller than in Akbar’s time, 

when it included the present Khandansa parganah to the south-east. 

* See Bloclimann’s Translation of the Am, p. 268. 

t S. E. stands for Settlement Eeport, 0. G. for Oudh Gazetteer. 
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12. Sailak presents some difficulty. In O. Gr. i. 92, it is said to have 

comprised the present parganahs of Bado Sarai, Bamnagar and Muham- 

madpnr, as well as a tract described as Lalpur-Bampur-Mathura, which 

probably is on the tongue of land at the junction of the Grhogra and Chauka 

rivers now in South Kundri parganah. But if this is correct it is difficult 

to understand where to put the Bhitauli parganah of Sarkar Lakhnau. 

Either Sailak must have consisted of two parts, one (Bado Sarai) lying 

to the south of Bhitauli, and another consisting of the remaining par¬ 

ganahs to the north of it, or else Bhitauli must have been cut in two by 

Sailak. In the map I have adopted the latter supposition which seems 

more in accordance with the history. The two parganahs of Bhitauli 

and Sailak are, however, very much mixed up throughout the Muham¬ 

madan period, indeed they are occasionally spoken of as identical, and I 

shall be glad if any local officer will throw some light on the subject. 

Unfortunately the author of the Bara Banki S. R. omits all historical 

and geographical details, and the Gazetteer does not supply the omission. 

The portion of this Suhah which is included in Bara Banki is conse¬ 

quently the most difficult of all to restore. 

13. Sultanpur was that part of the present parganah of that name 

which lies on the right hank of the Gumti, that part which is on the left 

bank was formerly known as Bilahri (see No. 6) a name which includes 

also Baraunsa. The southern portion is known as Sultanpur Miranpur 

or Kathot, a name not found in the Ain. 

14. Satanpur and Kishni (No. 19) now compose parganah Jagdispur 

in Sultanpur district. 

16. Sarwapali is now Amsin in Faizahad district. 

19. See No. 14. 

21. I cannot find this place. Mr. Millett in his valuable reconstruc¬ 

tion of this Sarkar has omitted Nos. 20 and 21. In O. G. i. 462 it is said 

to be the same as Iltifatganj, hut the position of this place is not indicated. 

Three modern parganahs in this part of the country (Bara Banki 

again !) are obscure. 

i. Mawffi Maholara. This seems from 0. G. ii. 494 to have been 

created out of parts of Rudauli and Basorhi, and I have accordingly m 

the map divided it between them. 

ii. Surajpiir. Lies between Daryabad of Sarkar Audh and Sid- 

dhaur of Sarkar Lakhnau. In the O. G. in two places (iii. 332, and iii 

447) it is said to have been in existence under that name in the time of 

Akbar, but it does not occur in the Ain. It appears to have been in¬ 

cluded under Daryabad and I have while waiting for further information 

shewn it so in the map. 

iii. Partahganj, This is admittedly a modern parganah, and I have 
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included it under Satrikh, the area of wkich seems to be considerably 

smaller now tban it was under Akbar. 

The Sarkar of Avadb or Audb, as tbus reconstructed, was a tolerably 

compact tract of about 90 miles in length lying principally on the right 

bank of the Chauka and Ghogra, but including also a strip of varying 

width on the left or northern bank of the latter. The breadth varies 

very much, and owing to the want of details for Bara Banki cannot be 

exactly stated. At its north-western end it is much mixed up with parts 

of Sarkars Lakhnau and Bahraich, and two detached portions of the former 

Sarkar, one consisting of parganah Siddhaur, the other of parganahs 

Isauli and Garh Amethi, are included in it on its south-western side. 

On the south it marches with Sarkars Manikpur and Jaunpur of the 

Subah of Ilahabad. 

In the endeavour to depict accurately the exterior and interior 

boundaries I have felt this difficulty that though parganahs bearing the 

same names as these in the Ain are still extant, it is far from certain that 

the boundaries were the same as now. The areas given in the Ain only 

refer to cultivated land, and the exact size of Akbar’s bigha is somewhat 

uncertain. The map can therefore only claim to be an approximation, 

though probably a very close approximation, to the actual facts of A. D. 

1582. 

II. Sarka'r Gorakhpu'r. 

Twenty-four mahals. 244,2835. 135. 11,926,790^. 51,2355. Castes 

various. 1,010 horse, 22,000 foot. 

1. Atraula. Fort of burnt brick. 32,0525.1,397,367(5.6,9355. Af¬ 

ghan Mianas. 50 horse, 1,500 foot. 

2. Anhaula. 4,1145.175.201,120(5.2,1705. Bisens, horse. 400 foot. 

3. Binaikpur. Fort of burnt brick. 13,8575. 75. 6,00,000(5. Su- 

rajbansi Rajputs. 400 horse, 3000 foot. 

4. Bambhanparah. 6,6885. 414,194(5. Rajputs. 2000 foot. 

5. Bhanwaparah. 3,1055. 155. 155,900(5. Bisens. 200 foot. 

6. Tilpur. Fort of burnt brick. 9,0055. 175. 4,00,000(5. Suraj- 

bansi Rajputs. 100 horse, 2000 foot. 

7. Chiluparah. Fort of burnt brick. 6,0365. 145. 289,302(5. Raj¬ 

puts. 2000 foot. 

8. Daryaparah. Fort of burnt brick. 31,3575. 195. 1,517,078(5. 

5,0675. Bisens. 60 horse, 400 foot. 

9. Dewaparah and Kotlah. 2 mahals. 16,1945. 175. 717,840(5. 

Bisens. 20 horse, 2000 foot. 

Rihli. 33,1835. 195. 1,618,074(5. 20,8735. Bisen Rajputs. 1000 

foot. 

10. 
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11. Rasiilpur and Ghansi. 2 mahals. 4,200&. 622,030(1 Sombansis. 

500 foot. 

12. Bamgarh and Gauri. 2 mabals. 10,7266. 485,943d. Somban- 

sis. Included in Binaikpur. 

13. Gorakhpur ba haveli. Has a fort of burnt brick, on]the banks 

of the river Rapti. 12,6566. 567,385d. 

39105. Surajbansis. 40 horse, 200 foot. 

14. Katihla. Fort of burnt brick. 9006. 126. 40,000d. Bisens. 

30u horse, 200. foot. 

15. Kihlaparah. Fort of burnt brick. 16,0126. 425,845d. Bansis 

(?) 20 horse, 300 foot. 

16. Mahauli. Fort of burnt brick. 2,5236. 617,256d. Bisens. 2000 

foot. 

17. Mandwah. 1,9096. 196. 452,321d. Sombansis. 20 horse, 500 

foot. 

18. Mandlah. 1,2526. 66. 51,100d. 

19. Maghar and Ratanpur. 2 mahals. Fort of burnt brick. 26,0626. 

l,352,585d. 16,7715. Bisen and Bais. 2000 

foot. 

The above list is taken from the Persian text, and differs in some 

particulars from Elliot’s (Races of H. W. P. Vol. II, p. 119). It also 

gives the area and revenue and other details omitted by Elliot. The fol¬ 

lowing remarks are necessary for its elucidation. 

1. Atraula. The correct name is Utraula or perhaps strictly Utta- 

raula. Akbar’s parganah includes the modern parganahs of Utraula, 

Sadullahnagar and Biirhaparah on the eastern frontier of the Gonda 

district (Gonda S. R. p. 11, O. G. s. r. Utraula, iii. 574). 

8. Daryaparah is the spelling in the text and no variants are given 

by Blochmann. The parganah which is still extant is, however, now called 

Uhuriaparah. In the map I have given the name as it is in the Persian 

text, which of course might also read Duryaparah as no vowels are given, 

9. Dewaparah and Kotlah. So in the text, but Kotlah is an 

easy and probable mistake for Kohanah The real name appears 

to be Dewaparah Kuhanah which I have shewn on the map after Elliot’s 

explanation. It covers all the east of the Gorakhpur district. 

10. Rihli comprises the northern parganahs of Mankapur, Maha- 

dewa and Hawabganj. Probably, as suggested under Amorha in Sarkar 

Audh, a portion of Hawabganj belonged to that parganah. See Gonda 

S. R. p. 11. 

12. Ramgarh and Gauri appear to have included all the forest tract 

north of the Rapti, the northern parganahs of Balrampur and Tulsipur. 

15. Kihlaparah may be, as Elliot suggests, a mistake for Rihlaj^arah, 
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an extant parganali. It is no argument against this that to read Rihla- 

parah would disturb the alphabetical order in which the mahals are 

given ; for I have found a considerable number of such errors in other 

Subah lists in the Ain. 

18. Mandlah cannot be traced. 

The remaining mahals of this Sarkar are still extant. 

Sarkar Gorakhpur thus stretches from the Gandak to the Ghogra, 

and includes the modern Districts of Gorakhpur and Basti in the W. 

Provinces and the greater part of Gonda in Audh. The western bound¬ 

ary where it marches with Sarkar Bahraich is however extremely in¬ 

definite, and the same may be said of the northern boundary. Even in 

the present day a very large portion of this tract is covered by dense 

forests, and this must have been the case to a much greater extent in the 

sixteenth century. The very small areas given for parganahs which 

stretch for scores and scores of miles prove this, and historical proofs are 

not wanting to confirm the impression. Consequently the boundaries 

of the different mahals in the north of this Sarkar cannot be restored 

with any approach to accuracy, and I have therefore not attempted to lay 

them down on the map ; this omission is less to be regretted when it is 

considered that there were certainly no definite boundaries in Todar 

Mai’s time. There were clearings in the forest here and there, which 

were loosely grouped together under some local name taken from the 

residence of the Hindu chief or Afghan adventurer who was powerful in 

those parts. The dominions (if we may use the term) of these chiefs 

varied constantly as mahals or towns were taken and retaken by con¬ 

tending forces in the petty wars and raids that were constantly going on. 

III. Sarka'r Bahraich. 

11 Mahals. Area 18,23,235&. 8&. 2,41,20,525c?. 466,4825. Castes 

various. 1170 horse, 14,000 foot. 

1. Bahraich ba haveli. Port of burnt brick on the banks of the 

river Sarau. 697,2315.9,139,141(^.402,1115. Rajputs. 

600 horse 4,500 foot. 

2. Bahrah. 9265. 37,135(5. Kahnah. 500 foot. 

3. Husampur. Fort of burnt brick. 157,4155. 3,707,035(5. 1,6015. 

Raikwars, Bhales and a sept of Bisens. 70 horse, 

900 foot. 

4. Dankcion. 84,4365. 440,562(5. Janwars. 2,000 foot. 

5. Rajhat. 4,0645. 115. 166,780(5. Janwars. 1000 foot. 

6. Sanjhauli. 124,8105. 877,007(5. Janwar Rajputs. 

7. Sultanpur. 58,1465. 166,001. Janwars. 7U0 foot. 
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8. Faklirpiir. Fort of burnt brick. 191,720&. 3,157,876(i. 

56,0355. Raikwars, 150 horse, 2,000 foot. 

9. Firozabad. Fort of burnt brick. 108,6015. l,933,079d. 4,1075. 

Tunwar Rajputs. 200 horse, 8,000 foot. 

10. Kila’ Nawagarh. 417,6016. 2,140,757d. Various castes. 

50 horse, 1,000 foot. 

11. Kahronsa. Fort of burnt brick. 28,4896. 176. l,315,051d. 

2,6285. Bais. 100 horse, 1,000 foot. 

All the mahals of this Sarkar are either still extant under their old 

names, or distinctly traceable. The Settlement Officer of this district 

Mr. H. S. Boys, 0. S. has effected a very complete reconstruction of the 

Sarkar accompanied by a clear map. I have filled in the boundaries on 

my own map from those given by Mr. Boys. One or two points, however, 

call for notice. 

1. The figures for area and revenue given in the S. R. do not agree 

with those in Blochmann’s text. Mr. Boys probably worked on Glad¬ 

win’s translation which is not always correct. I have given the correct 

figures above. The mahal of Bahraich included the modern parganah of 

that name, and Akona (except a small portion north-east of the Rapti) 

all but 133 villages of Naupara, all but the trans-Rapti portion of Char- 

da and Bhinga this side of the Rapti. 

2. Bahrah included the rest of Bhinga and 77 villages now in Mpal, 

3. Husampiir now known as Hisampur is still extant, but it was 

larger formerly, including a considerable tract to the south-east now in 

the Gonda district, while on the north it included some estates now in 

Fakhrpur, 

4. Dankdon now called Dangdoi (for which in Blochmann’s 

text is possibly a copyist’s error) comprised the rest of Akona, the rest of 

Bhinga, and the northern part of Tulsipur. Its boundaries were probably 

never very clearly defined. 

5. Rajhat is, all but a few villages, now in the Vipal tarai. 

6. Sanjhauli, written by Boys Sijauli, contained some villages now 

in Nipal. 

7. Sultanpur is an enclave in Bahraich and also included a few 

villages now belonging to Nipal. 

10. Kila’ Kawagarh, This comprised the modern parganahs of 

Tambiir, north and south Kundri in Sitapiir and apparently parts of 

Dhaurahra and Firozabad in Kheri, but its boundaries are not very clear. 

It seems generally speaking to have occupied the whole Doab between 

the Kauriala and Chauka rivers, except a small portion at the extreme 

south wliich belonged to Sailak or Bhitauli, 

11. Kahronsa is a difficult mahal to restore. The local settlement 

IT F 
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officers who have had the advantage of consulting the Kanmigos, the 

records of the great families, and other local sources of information have 

been followed in my map, but the exact boundaries for this, as for all 

parganahs beyond the Ghogra are probably now not determinable. 

The Sarkar appears to have occupied all the western portion of the 

trans-Ghogra country; its boundaries on the Gorakhpur side are very un¬ 

certain. An immense proportion of it was jungle with scattered set¬ 

tlements of Junwar, Baikwar and other Rajput clans here and there. It 

stretched far up into the Nipal Tarai and much of it was only nominally 

under Musalman sway, the revenue derived from the northern mahals 

was very small, and the hill chieftains appear constantly to have levied 

even that. There was also, however, a long narrow slip on the right bank 

of the Chauka which 3n.elded a much better revenue and was much prized 

as is shewn by the frequency with which it changed hands under royal 

grants. 

IV. Sarka'r Khaira'ba'd. 

22 mahals. 1,987,7005. 65. 43,644,381d. 171,3425. Castes various. 

1,160 horse, 27,800 foot. 

1. Barwar Anjanah. 79,6705. 75. 4,325,237A 107,0795. Rajputs 

and Brahmans. 50 horse, 2,000 foot. 

2. Biswah. Fort of burnt brick. 135,1195. 3,545,643(7. 107,9165. 

Bachhil Rajputs. 30 horse, 1000 foot. 

3. Pali. 144,6275. 1,849,270(7. 37,9455. Asanin (?). 30 horse, 

1000 foot. 

4. Bawan. 56,1565. 1,161,235(7. 62,4885. 'Asanin (?). 20 horse, 

1000 foot. 

5. Basrah. 60,0635. Castes various. 300 foot. 

6. Bhurwarah. Fort of burnt brick. 8,9715. 185. 435,430(7. 

Ahanin (?). 50 horse, 2,500 foot. 

7. Bisara. 21,7405. 676,066(7. Bachhils, 200 foot. 

8. PaiM. 9815. 145. 48,202(7. Ahanin (?) 200 foot. 

9. Chhitiapiir. 64,7065. 1,765,641(7. 41,0945, Gaur Rajputs. 50 

horse, 700 foot. 

10. Khairabad ba Haveli. 2 mahals. Fort of burnt brick. 

159,0725. 6,161,234(7. 174,1915. Brahmans, 50 

horse, 2000 foot. 

11. Sandi. Fort of burnt brick. 211,8045. 3,055,339(7. 195,1065, 

Sombansis. 20 horse 2000 foot. 

12. Sarah. 28,8325. 2,091,983(7. 8,6665. Chauhans. 60 horse, 500 
foot. 

Sadrpui-. 120,6985. 831,175(7. 15,5815. Jan wars and Bachhils, 

20 horse, 500 foot. 

13. 
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14. Gopamau. Fort of burnt brick. 1,07,368&. 66. 5,620,466(1. 

562,037^. Bajputs Kunwar (var. lect. Bisen and 

Kunwar). 100 horse, 3000 foot. 

15. Klieri. Fort of burnt brick. 260,1686. 3,250,522d. 50,5225. 

Bisen Rajputs and Janwars. 60 horse, 1,500 foot. 

16. Khairigarh. One of the strongest forts in Hindustan, and it 

has six forts of brick plastered with lime at a 

short distance from it. 43,0526. 76. 1,829,327(1. 

Bais, Bisen, and Bachhil and Kahanah (.P). 300 

horse, 1,500 foot. 

17. Kharkhila. 15,8156. 166. 473,727(^. A'sm(?). 20 horse, 500 

foot. 

18. Khankatmau. 3,0576.116.235,656(1. Castes various. 400 foot. 

19. Laharpur. 208,2886. 3,029,479(1. 209,0795. Brahmans. 50 

horse, 1000 foot. 

20. Machhrahtah. 71,0696. 2,112,176(1. 2,4305. Bachhil Rajpiits. 

30 horse, 2000 foot. 

21. Mmkhar. Fort of burnt brick. 58,7756. 186. 3,566,055(1. 

66,055(1. Ahirs. 100 horse, 1,500 foot. 

22. Harganw. 66,9526 . 200,000(1. 26,3855. Brahmans. 20 horse, 

500 foot. 

In this sarkar all the mahals have been identified by the settlement 

officers of the Hardoi, Sitapur, and Kheri districts, but nearly all of them 

call for some explanation. 

1. Barwar Anjanah was a large tract of mostly uninhabited forest 

country which included the present parganahs of Alamnagar, Pihani- 

Padarua in the Hardoi district and Pasganw, Muhamdi, Magdapur, Auran¬ 

gabad, and Atwa-Piparia in Kheri. It is said that the second name is 

properly Anjanah “ unknown ” so-called from the wild nature of the 

country, but this is doubtful. It was one large estate held by the Sayyids 

of Barwar. [In tracing the divisions of Akbar through the pages of the 

Settlement reports and the Gazetteer I have been much impeded by the 

fact that the writers are all deeply interested in the history of the great 

proprietary clans and only give geographical notices under those heads, so 

that one has to hunt up a parganah through a dozen notices.] 

3. Pali included the present parganahs of Shahabad and Pachhoha 

and part of Saromannagar and Katiari. 

5. Basrah, was apparently a very small parganah and it is re¬ 

markable that no revenue is assigned to it in the text. It is not to be 

found on the map nor is it mentioned in the 0. G. 

6. Bhurvvarah, a vast and undefined mahal which appears to have 

included the present parganahs of Bhur, Haidarabad, Aliganj and per- 
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haps also Palia across the Chauka or so much of it as was inhabited at 

that time. In the north of the Kheri district we get into the jungles 

again as in Bahraich and exact boundaries are not to be expected. 

7. Bisara, there is a small parganah of this name west of parganah 

Kheri, there is no notice of it in the O. G. unless perhaps it may be 

alluded to casually in some of the long accounts of Kajput and other 

clans of which that work is full, to the exclusion of more precise infor¬ 

mation. 

8. Paila still extant, it included also Karanpiir to the north. 

9. Chhitiapur is the old name of Sitapiir. 

11. Saudi appears to have included so much of Katiari as was not 

in Pali, but where the line is to be drawn is not known. 

17. Kharkhila, The spelling is that of Blochmann’s text, but it 

appears it should be Karkliila and not Khar. The modern name is 

Karaona, and the first syllable is said to be the Sanskrit Jcara — a hand ; 

there is a legend about a Kaja who lost his hands and had them restored 

by bathing in a sacred tank at this place. 

18. Khankhatmau is now in the Parukhabad district of the N. W. P. 

21. Nimkhar. There is now no parganah of this name though the 

ancient and sacred town of Nimkhar or Nimsar is still in existence. 

This large estate comprised the modern parganahs of Aurangabad, Misrikh, 

Maholi, Kasta-Abganw, and Sikandarabad forming a long narrow strip 

running from north to south in the Sitapur and Kheri districts. 

The remaining parganahs are still extant and probably very nearly 

their former extent, though there have been here and there a few trans¬ 

fers of villages from one to another. 

In Nos. 3, 4, 6, and 17, the ruling clan is given as Asanin or Ahanin 

with variants Asin and Ahin. I would read in all these cases Ahbans. 

In the Persian character or is very like and may 

easily have been mistaken for it. The Ahbans were a powerful pro¬ 

prietary tribe in western Oudh for many centuries. I am in doubt as to 

the name in No. 16. It may be for Khumbi. There are one 
*« 

or two parganahs unaccounted for in the Ain. These are : 

I. Barwan, between Pali and Sandi. In the Hardoi S. R. p. 95 

it is said that Barwan is mentioned in the Ain and the writer gives its 

area and revenue. I do not know where he got this information as there 

is no mention of Barwan in Blochmann’s text, nor is there any mahal 

having the area or revenue quoted in the S. R. 

II. Chandra. In the Sitapur S. R. p. 85 it is stated that the old 

name of this parganah was Haveli. But the Haveli or home county of 

this Sarkar is Khairabad which is separated from Chandra by Nimkhar 

and Sitapur. Some changes of villages from one parganah to another 
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have occurred since Akbar’s time, and it is possible that Chandra may 

have formed part of the Haveli mahal of Khairabad. I have shewn it in 

the map as uncertain. 

IV. Gnndlamau. This parganah is not in the Ain and my author¬ 

ities give no information on the subject. I presume it was part of the 

great Nimkhar estate but have shewn it in the map as uncertain. 

This Sarkar it will be seen includes the whole of western Oudh. In 

the southern part the mahals are generally clearly traceable and well 

defined, but in the north the great submontane forest appears to have 

been only sparsely peopled and to lay down definite boundary lines on 

the map would not only be impossible, but would convey an erroneous im¬ 

pression by making precise divisions which were not in existence in the 

time of Akbar. Kheri on its northern side, Khairigarh and Bhurwara 

have therefore been left unmarked by boundary lines and I am very 

doubtful about the northern boundary of Killa Hawagarh and Firozabad 

which adjoin them. 

It only remains to observe that special interest attaches to Laharpur 

in this Sarkar from its being the birthplace of the illustrious financier 

Raja Todar Mai, the author of the great revenue settlement whose features 

we are now endeavouring to restore. 

V. Sarkar Lakknau. 

55 mahals. 3,307,4265. 25. 80,7I6,I60d. 4,572,5265. Castes various, 

2,680 horse, 36 elephants, 83,450 foot. 

1. Abethi. Fort of burnt brick. 117,3815. 3,076,480d. 3,002,175. 

Ansaris. 300 horse, 20 elephants, 2,000 foot. 

2. Unam. Has a brick fort. 61,0455. 2,0I2,372(^. 2,537,4755. 

Sayyids. 50 horse, 4,000 foot. 

3. Isauli. Fort of burnt brick on the banks of the river Gudi. 

1,670,0935. 4,208,046d. 240,8465. Bachgoti 

Rajputs. 50 horse, 2,000 foot. 

4. Asewan. 57,7265. 830,625d. 63,4215. Bais and Chandel, 

10 horse, 500 foot. 

5. Asoha. 25,0275. 509,901d. Ahanin (?). 400 foot. 

6. Unchhganw. 33,1225. 417,957d. Bais. 100 horse, 2,000 foot. 

7. Bilgranw. Fort of burnt brick. 5,124,1135. 356,892d. Sayyids 

and Bais. 20 horse, 1,000 foot. 

8. Bangarmau. Brick fort. 242,2915. 3,802,122d. 151,4815, 

Galliot Rajputs. 2,000 foot. 

9. Bijlor. 80,5815. 2,505,047d. 193,9615. Chauhans. 30 horse, 

1,000 foot. 

Bari. 70,5905. l,284,799d. 51,5605. Bais. 30 horse, 1,000 foot. 10. 
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11. Bahrimau. 19,409&. 36. 591,406c?. Bais. 20 horse, 500 foot. 

12. Pingwan. 34,7276. 420,832(?. 12,7305. Bais. 500 foot. 

13. Bithauli. 8,7366. 8,194s. 340,191c?. Rajputs and Jats. 200 

foot. 

14. Panhan. 8,9456. 267,809(?. Bais. 300 foot. 

15. Parsandan. 9,1116. 237,537c?. Rajputs and Khumhis. 200 

foot. 

16. Patan. 5,6216. 214,255(?. Brahmans and Khumhis. 400 foot. 

17. Tara Shikaur. 9,3576. 123,534c?. Brahmans. 300 foot. 

18. Jhalotar. 61,7746. 1,123,176(?. 21,441s. Chandels. 20 horse, 

2,000 foot. 

19. Dewe. Port of burnt brick. 88,6386. 1,933,837c?. 174,207s. 

Rajputs. 30 horse, 2,000 foot. 

20. Deorakh. 13,3406. 96. 689,536c?. Bais. 100 horse, 1,500 foot. 

21. Dadrah. 10,7966. 73,737c?. Rajputs. 50 foot. 

22. Rambharpur. Port of burnt brick. 75,4906. 2,425,775c?. 

79,225s. Bais and Brahmans. 100 horse, 

2,000 foot. 

23. Ramkot. Port of burnt brick. 9,7906. 267,099c?. Rajputs. 

200 foot. 

24. Sandilah. Port of burnt brick. 3,937,2006. 10,623,901c?. 

837,245s. Gahlots and Bachils. 100 horse, 

5,000 foot. 

25. Saipiir. 39,0836. 156. 2,625,388c?. 27,736s. Chandel Rajputs. 

40 horse, 1,000 foot. 

26. Sarosi. 25,7106. 1,239,767c?. 1,567s. Chandel Rajputs. 20 

horse, 1,000 foot. 

27. Satanpur. 60,6006.1,028,800c?. 10,192s. Bais and Brahmans. 

50 horse, 2,000 foot. 

28. Sihali. 13,0656. 694,707c?. 130,216s. Rajputs. 10 horse, 500 

foot. 

29. Sidhaur. 35,7946. 1,692,281c?. 313,022s. Afghans (?) and 

Rajputs. 100 horse, 1,000 foot. 

30. Sidhupiir. 9,3716. 46. 505,018c?. Bais. 150 horse, 1,500 foot. 

31. Sandi. 7,8526. 96. 392,313c?'. 13,792s. Rajputs. 1,000 foot. 

32. Saron. 5,5766. 210,316c?. 2,858s. Rajputs and Khumhis. 

100 foot. 

33. Patihpur. Port of burnt brick. 19,8306. 3,161,440c?. Shekh- 

zadas and Rajputs. 200 horse, 5 elephants, 

2,000 foot. 

34. Patihpur Chaurasi. 105,9526. 909,176c?. 6,594s. Rajputs and 

(!) Chandels. 10 horse, 500 foot. 
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35. Garh Ambithi. Fort of burnt brick. 47,3566. l,800,000c^^ 

Babmanffoti Raiputs. 250 borse, 8 elephants, 

5,500 foot. 

36. Kursi. Fort of burnt brick. 80,8176. 1,693,844(6. 62,9105. 

Rajputs. 60 borse, 3 elephant, 2,000 foot. 

37. Kakori. Fort of burnt brick. 31,5746. 1,134,432(6. 14,4305. 

Bisen Rajputs. 30 borse, 500 foot. 

38. Kabanjarab. 22,3006. 818,472(6. Bais. 100 borse, 2,000 foot. 

39. Gbatampiir. 27,3906. 552,561(6. Brahmans. 500 foot. 

40. Kacbb Ando. 22,0666. 430,596(6. 4,4605. Cbandels. 500 foot, 

41. Garanda. 4,8036. 334,769(6. 

42. Kumbbi. 5,9406. 267,089(6. Rajputs. 400 foot. 

43. Lakbnau ba Haveli. 91,7226. 1,746,771(6. 241,1955. Sbekb- 

zadabs. Brahmans, and Kayaths. 200 horse, 

3,000 foot. 

44. Lasbkar. 16,7946. 167,529. Bais. 4,000 foot. 

45. Malibabad. Fort of burnt brick. 169,2696. 4,479,250(6. 

108,5455. Bais. 30 borse, 2,000 foot. 

46. Malawab. 83,0226. 3,598,713(6. 222,0385. Bais. 30 borse, 

2,000 foot. 

47. Mohan. Fort of burnt brick. 60,9906. 1,996,673(6. 198,4845, 

Bais Rajputs. 30 horse, 2,000 foot. 

48. Moranw. Brick fort. 68,8476. 1,698,444(6. 4,8065. Bais Raj¬ 

puts. 150 borse, 2,000 foot. 

49. Madianw. 49,4226. 1,136,613(6. 32,9005. Baswar and Bar- 

kala (?). 30 borse, 500 foot. 

50. Mabonah. 50,8956. 977,860(6. 8,8055. Rajputs. 50 borse, 2000 

foot. 

51. Manwi. Fort of burnt brick. 29,5006. 771,372(6. 13,7675. 

Musalmans and Rajputs. 2,000 foot. 

52. Makraid. 17,9596 . 576,200(6. 5,2475. Bais Rajputs. 1,000 

foot. 

53. Hadbah. Brick fort. 11,7346. 359,748(6. 6,0265. Brahmans. 

300 foot. 

54. Haihar. 13,1096. 329,735(6. Bais. 30 borse, 500 foot. 

The erreater number of the mahals in this sarkar are still extant and 

have been identified by Mr. Millett in the Sultanpiir S. R. Those portions 

wbicb lie in the Bara Banki district present some difficulties owing to 

the absence of all historical data from the S. R. of that district; the 

writer of wbicb says be leaves such matters to the compiler of the Oudh 

Gazetteer. The O. G., however, merely copies the scanty notes of the 

S. R., so we are left in the dark. 
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1. Abethi is now spelt Ametlii. The original word appears to 

have been Ambishthi which would give either spelling in its Prakrit 

form. The parganah is now known as Mohanlalganj, the town retains 

the old name. 

5. Asoha is now combined into one parganah with Parsandan 

No. 15. 

6. Unchhganw. This mahal with Tara Singhanr (which appears 

to be the true reading for Bara Shikaur of Blochmann’s text) No. 17 

and Sidhuphr No. 30, has since Akbar’s time been made into the one 

parganah of Danndia Khera. 

7. BilOTanw or -oram is the site of the famous battle in A. D. 1540 
O & 

where Humayun was defeated by Slier Shah. The mahal included the 

modern parganah of Bangar. 0. G. I. 223. 

9. Bijlor is now written Bijnor. The I, however, is right, as the 

original word seems to have been Bijlipiir. 

11. Bahrimau or Pahrimau was the old name of Pirnagar. 

12. Pingwan or Bang wan I cannot find anywhere. Perhaps the 

local officers can enlighten me. 

13. Bithauli. Spelt in the 0. G. Bhitauli. The town is on the 

Doab between the Gogra and Chauka but it is difficult to define the boun¬ 

daries of this mahal and Sailak in Sarkar Avadh (vide supra). 

20. Deorakh. This mahal also I cannot find. 

21. Dadrah appears to account for a portion of the blank space in 

the Bara Banki district not covered (as far as can be seen) by any name 

in the Ain. This space is now divided betweeen the Nawabganj and 

Partabganj parganahs both of which, however, are of very recent crea¬ 

tion. 

22. Bambhirpur is now called Purwa, the last half of the old name 

Bambhirpurwa with the Eastern Hindi lengthened nominative. 

23. Ramkot lies all by itself in the middle of Khairabad. This 

Sarkar has several detached portions besides Ramkot, viz., Garh Ametlii 

and Isauli in S. Avadh, Hardoi in S. Manikpur and perhaps Bithauli in 

Bahraich. 

24. Sandila appears to have included Balamau. 0. G. I. 209. 

25. Saipur is also known as Safipur. 

26. Saron the old name of Sikandarpur near Unao. 

27. Satanpur the old name of Khiron. 

28. Sihali, still a town in parganah Eattihpur of Bara Banki. 

31. Sandi, now called Sissaindi, this is proliably the proper name 

for which Sandi is a copyist’s error. 

38. Kahanjarah, not traceable. 

41. Garanda, probably the same as Cmndwa or Gonda. The text 

may be an error for 
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42. Knmbhi, not traceable. 

44. Laslikar said to be for Nisgarh, wliicb is said to be a well-known 

village (Snltanpnr S. R. s. v.) the position, however, is not stated. 

48. Moranw is now spelt Manranwan, an B. Hindi dialectic form. 

49. Madianw now Madianwan. This is now included in Mahona. 

54. Haihar is not traceable. 

All the others are still extant. Modern parganahs not in the Ain, 

and not clearly identifiable are Hawabganj, Partabganj, Surajpnr and 

Mawai Maholara, the last of which, however, probably belonged to Sarkar 

Avadh. 

This Sarkar, the richest and most cultivated of the whole, occupies 

the south-west portion of the Subah with certain outlying patches, and 

includes within its boundaries the enclave of Satrikh. 

The Dasturs, which appear to have been somewhat similar to modern 

Districts (see Elliot, Races of H. W. P., Vol. II, p. 201) are as follows : 

(Ain, Text, Vol. I, p. 352.) 

Sarkar Avadh. 19 mahals, 2 of which are included in Khairabad. 

These two, however, are not specified. All the 

mahals of the Sarkar except two form the 1st 

dastiir. Ibrahimabad alone forms the 2nd das- 

tur, and Kishni alone the 3rd. 

Sarkar Bahraich. Eirozabad and Sultanpfir 1st dastiir. Kahronsa, 

2nd dastiir, and all the rest the 3rd. 

Sarkar Khairabad. 1st d. Haveli, Bisara, Biswah, Basrah, Chitia- 

piir, Khairigarh, Sadupiir, Kheri, Karkhila, 

Laharpur, Machhrahta, and Hargaon. 

2nd d. Pali, Barwar-Anjana, Bawan, Sandi, 

Sarah, Gopamau, and Kimkar. 

3rd d. Bhurwarah and Paila. 

Sarkar Gorakhpur. Constituted one dastiir. 

Sarkar Lakhnau. 2 dastiirs. Unam, Bilgram, Bangarmau, Hardoi, 

Sultanpiir, Eatihpur-Chaurasi, Kachhand and 

Malawah form one dastiir, and all the rest the 

other. 

I have excluded from this review all those portions of the present 

province of Oudh which did not lie within the Subah of that name. 

These will be dealt with under Subah Ilahabas. They are parts of Rai 

Bareli, Partabgarh (nearly the whole), Sultanpiir and Eaizabad. It will 

be seen that there are a good number of uncertain points, and my map 

cannot be accepted as anything but a first attempt. I trust, however, 

that it will be useful in one way ; it is not until you come to construct a 

G G 
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Map, and find yourself forced to account for every incli of the tract in¬ 

cluded, that you find out the gaps in your information. These I have now 

indicated, and 1 conclude with again expressing a hope that local officers 

interested in the history of the province will come forward with in¬ 

formation which may clear up all the doubtful points. 

Baiswari Folic Songs collected hy Babu Jogendra Nath Bae, GJidzljmr, 

(Contributed by W. Irvine, Esq., 0. S.) 

[The following songs are composed in the Baiswari dialect, with a 

slight admixture of Western Bhojpuri. They were collected by Babu 

J. N. Bae in the town of Ghazipiir. He says that he took them down, 

exactly as repeated, from the mouths of women of the lower castes, such 

as Kahars, etc. Some songs were obtained from Gathaks or male pro¬ 

fessional singers, who recited them, and whose words were taken down. 

The Bharthari song was obtained from the dictation of a Gosain mendi¬ 

cant.—The text has been edited by Mr. G. A. Grierson^ 0. S., who has 

added a few notes, distinguished by his initials (G. A. G.). The 

translations have also been amended in several places, where they re¬ 

presented the original either incorrectly or too freely.—-Ed.] 

II \ II I 

5JJi^ irt-f% isut 

W33T %T %T 

=55151 #^5T %T ^ 

5i55if =a^5r % 

%r %T JTigTf^ 

Note. is more u.sually Ht=33J, and is possibly incorrect. ia 
a dialectic form of G. A. G. 

Translation. 

1, 0 sister-in-law, dress me in a bordered garment. 

My brother did not even utter a word [lit, speak wdth his mouth], 


